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Department of Communication 

 

PATRICIA A. KURTZ MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Patricia A. Kurtz was an assistant professor in the Communication Department at Cal Poly 

Pomona from 1984 until her death in 1991.  She received her Master’s degree in Communication 

from Cal State Fullerton and was in the process of obtaining a Ph.D. from the University of 

Wisconsin.  Professor Kurtz was actively involved with students, serving as advisor to Opus 

magazine and co-chairing Com Day. While she was advisor to Opus, the magazine won 10 of the 

12 annual awards for journalism excellence given by the California Intercollegiate Press 

Association (CIPA). Opus was also named the best College/University magazine in 1989 by CIPA. 

Professor Kurtz was involved with the writing and publishing of community newspapers and was 

assistant editor of a monthly trade publication. It is in her memory that her family and friends have 

established this scholarship award. 

 

ELIGIBILITY:  Female Communication majors currently enrolled at Cal Poly Pomona are 

eligible for the Patricia A. Kurtz Scholarship. Preference will be given to candidates who meet the 

following criteria: Full-time student status, Junior level or better, GPA of 3.0 or higher, and 

demonstrated interest in magazine or feature writing. Recipients will be awarded $500. This is a 

one-time award; previous recipients are not eligible. 

 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: The following items must be submitted no later than May 1. 

1. A current resume and the online application form. 

2. A statement from the applicant (not to exceed 300 words) that addresses 

(a) the candidate’s views about the importance of journalism, magazines, and feature writing; 

(b) the candidate’s career and educational goals, including his/her interest in journalism, 

magazines, and feature writing; 

(c) the candidate’s involvement in student, professional, and/or community activities; and 

(d) the candidate’s reasons for applying for the scholarship and his/her need for financial 

assistance. 

3.   Two letters of recommendation. Only one letter may be from a college professor or 

administrator.  The other letter of recommendation should be provided by a current or former 

employer, minister, doctor, or counselor on his or her formal letterhead. Recommendations 

from friends or relatives will not be accepted. Letters should address 

(a) how long and in what capacity the recommender has known the applicant; 

 (b) the recommender’s evaluation of the applicant’s leadership ability, intellectual interests,                 

            maturity, character, and potential for success; and  

(c) any additional comments deemed pertinent by the recommender. 

4. Copies of official transcripts from all colleges attended. 

 

SELECTION PROCESS:  Finalists may be interviewed by the Communication Department’s 

Student Scholarships Committee. 


